
Time forKids lNews lAmericaPlcl*s RUU-ben!

Check ort the latest TFK
headllnesE

Do you fselthe most
talented person lvon
Anerican ldol?
f Y"r, Ruben rockst
f- xo, ctct d"t wed tht ldol

crourn.
For specific results,
tell us your gender and
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Ruben was
con$dered tfie
$ow's earty
favorite. He
charmed
American ldol's
three judges and
stole the hearts of
marry fans with his

1 soutful sin$ng of
-. poputar songs like

Stevie Wonde/s
Signed, Seated,
fulivered. But

Clay and Ruben present Ketly Ctarkson with a ptatinum
record ptaque for her atbum, Thatkfut.
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dudng Tuesday night's finals, Aiken sang Simon & Garfunkels
Eridge Aver Troubled Water and the sften critical jrdge,
Simon Cowell, said the performance might have won him the
cornpetition.

t-New ldol Soon to Top the Charts?

*-Tffi
:

ENTERTAINTT,IENT NEWS
rty 22, Z0Cil

America Picks RUU-ben!
Ruben Sttddard is narned the rew
American ldol

Cheering fans roared "RUU-ben" as the soutfut singer was named
the new &nerican ldot this week. In an extremely close cortest,
a record 24 mitlion votes were cast for America's favorite
sin$ng sensation. In the end, Studdard, whose nickname is
'velvet teddy bear," beat out his friend and rival, Ctay Aiken,
by just 130,0m votes!

Ruben Flles Without Wingsl
'1 feet great, manl Thank yatll" said Studdard, 25, of
Birmingham, Atabama. He then sang a song of gratfiltle, FIWaS
Withoutr,/rlirlgrs, as the crowd shouted "RUU-ben, RUU#ff'

Runner-up CtayAiken, 24, whose powerfut pop vocals and
spikey hair won over many fans, said he was very happy for
Ruben. He catted Ruben "one of the most talented peopte I
know, one of the best friends I have. l'm so prord of him!"

e

male

Iof2

J

91161(}51O:5fJ AM



Time for Kids lNews I America Picks RUU-ben! Page? of 2

As the runner-up, Ctay witt surety compete again with
Ruben on the record charts. Ruben can look forward to a
record that just may top the chartsl America's first ldol,
Ketty Ctarkson, has atready sotd 1.3 mittion copies of her
atbum, Thankful.

For Ruben and Ctay, this was the end of a very tong
process. This season began u/ith 70,000 auditions across the
country. The fietd was cut to 12 finatists, who were
etiminated one-by-one based on how many votes they
received from viewers. Like the first season of American
ldo{, this season's show was a huge hit.

By Laura Weiss
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