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.W or~e Off~

Under.

Reagan
By Robert Greenstein

-and Laura Weiss I

WASHINGTON -Are you better
off than you were fOOT years ago? U
you are black, the answer is likely to
be .'no."

A wealth of new private and Gov-
ernment data &bow that blacks are
faring even worse economically than
most critia of the..Administratlon .
had assumed.

In a study. the nonpartisan Urban
Institute, a public..policy organiza-
tion, found that at every stratum of
income the average black family bas
less disposable in~e and a lower
standard of Jiving today than it did in
1980, when R.mald Reagan was elect-
ed. Average black middle-class and
IXXJr families alike have lost ~
~ mi c groIJIMl

Even more disturbing are findings
on the. status of black twOopareDt
families. Obviously, these families
sbDu1d be enaxJraged and Strength-
ened, yet they are the very families
who have l~ the most. TOOaY, the
average black two-parent family in
which one parent works has S2,(XXI
less in inaBne than four yean ago.

The black lX7Verty rate has shot up
to 36 pen:eat. Even that falls to ap-
proach the p1Verty rate for black chil-
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New data -.

show marked
decline- .

45ren UIder six. nOw 50 percenL What.
Jk1DC!s of IX> li d ~ aU ow half of all
YtKJ11g black chIl~ to be imlXJVer-
isbed? Moreover, the gaps betw~
black and white income levels and
'fK1Veny rates have widened. The pro-
portion of the black population added
to the ranks of poverty since 1980 is

.,Dearly dooble the proJX)nlon of whites
10 added. And while white unemploy-
ment 1OO8y (6.4 percent) has edged

.just below the January 1981 level,
black joblessness is up, to 15.1 per-
cent of the black laoor f~

In fact. while the number of whlt~
CRJt of work more than six months and
still looking for jobs is at January 1981
levels, the number of blacks who are
in the long..tenD-jobless ranks is up SO
percenL ,

What has caused this economic
slide? While many factors are at
wort, the U rban lnsti rote's ana) ysis
places most of the blame on Admlnl~

-tration "JK)lici~. WittD.lt-1hese 1XIli- -
des, most of the blaCk economic d&-
cline wooJd not have 0CCUITed, the or-
ganizationfomML

For example, the average black
famDy lost ~ times as much from
the 1981 OOdget cuts as the average
white family, according to the lnsti-
bIte .M orwver , the ~ <XJa1
Budget Office discovered that b(X1Se.
holds with incomes \mder $2O,(KK) a
year stand to l~ $20 billion in in-
come and benefits between 1983 and
1985 from the Admlnistratioo's
bud get and tax d18nges .These cuts
disproponlonatelyaffect black fami-
lies, nearly two-thirds of whom fall
into this low-income category. .

to
L'

CompoundingtheimpactoftMJdgeti
arts ha ve been tax tDcreaSeI -yes ,
tncrea-'e5 -for low-iDCXm1e famWs.
-Since 1980, a Iaml1y of fC'-Jr at the pay.

Ierty line bu ~ Its taxes d<X1ble:
they have soared from S4OO In 1980 to I
$1,076 tcxiay. Refusal by the Admini" I
tration and CcxIgress In 1981 to offset
the impact of tnnaticm cm the taxes of I
tJ1e working JXX'r 8puned this trend. i
t.iany low-inoome families have lC8t .

.at least as mucll to tax hik~ as to !budget cuu. .

As a result of the ensuing shift in tax
buroens , the txJttom 40 per celt of the
popula tJ on now pa ys ~ of Its IDaIm e
In taxes than In 1980~S~ ~ blacka
fall Into this txJttom gJ'CXJp, blacks' tax
OOrdens have ~

.Of course, the predicam~ affects
low- and mooerat&-iDCXJme famlli~
of all ra~. For example, the ma.
jority of Hispanic families fall Into.
the low-lnanne group that lost o6C:o..

~callY9 just as m~ blacks do.
The Hispanic IXJVertY rate Is now 28
percent,andthelncreaseinpoveny
since 1980 among YMmg HispanIc
childrel rivals the inause for any
other group in the ~try.

Where d~ the natioo go from
here? The mItlook is oot eDaJUraging.
.lbe widening gulf dividing rich from, :
JXXJr and black from white bas been
m..-~~ surprisingly Uttle during
the campaign. This suggests that
JX>lltical leaders believe that mCBt
Americans are IXJt trQlbled by It. Be- ,
cause of swoll~ Federal defldts, fur..
ther budget cuts.are Inevitable. Mi- .
DOrities and the ~r Q)U)d fiIM1 them- '

\selves \mder the ~ ax again.
In 1968, the Commissioo 00 CtvU I

Disorde~ (the Kerner Commlssjcm) .
warned that the nation was becoming

\two racially divided societies. Many
whites and blacks acknowledged the ~
problem and responded. That a.)-
cern, now largely dissipated, Deeds .
rekjDdling. The national ageD4a :
should be broad enough to mcompass
efforts to attack increased pGYeny
and racial eaxX)m1c division as well
as to cut the defidL 0


